Learning Goal (Begin with the End in Mind): I will have a deeper understanding of some of the challenges faced by cultural anthropologists around participant observation.


What do you think?

Key questions applying theories, concepts and issues in Cultural Anthropology
1. Ethnography

The Challenges of the Participant Observer 
A closer look at Mead, Freeman, Lee

•Why or how did Mead and Freeman come to such different conclusions?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
•What do all three studies suggest about personality development in a culture?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
•What cultural values are the !Kung showing in this story Christmas in the Kalahari?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
•What does Lee’s experience teach us about participant observation?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
•What can we learn about cultural assumptions and subjectivity here?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Participant observation challenges

1.How is subjectivity a challenge for an ethnographer?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2.How can an ethnographer include objective aspects to his research?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3.Why is it important to use reflexivity?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4.Which theorists value reflexivity?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
