	[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://users.rcn.com/jkimball.ma.ultranet/BiologyPages/F/Foramen_magnum.jpg]

	The opening in the skull where the spinal cord enters is called the foramen magnum. It is at the rear of the skull of quadrupedal mammals like the dog, shifted forward in knuckle-walking hominines like the chimpanzee, and farther forward still in bipedal hominins like Lucy (Australopithecus afarensis) and modern humans.
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