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[image: image2.wmf]In order to become well informed adults, it is a good idea for students to develop the habit of reading and observing with a critical eye.  This means reading between the lines or looking at possible messages underlying certain statements, understanding tone, intention and other aspects of messages we may be receiving.  There is an overwhelming amount of information available in print, online and through different forms of media.  It is important to question what you read and hear and not just to accept messages at face value.

There are several different versions of the story of Pocahontas available, many are similar, and some differ.  The same could be said of any story, situation or issue.  

There are some basic questions that you can ask prior to or after reading information to help you to “read between the lines”.  


· What is the article about?

· Who is the publisher?  

· What is the source, who was the author?

· What is or are the purpose(s) of the article,

     Why was it written?

· Are there biases or obvious points of view?




Good social science research is objective, 

it is not biased or subjective
  ? ? ?

















Subjective… based on one’s own perception rather than independent of mind; knowledge as conditioned by personal experience, views or background 





Bias is an inclination of temperament or outlook; especially: a personal and sometimes unreasoned judgement





Objective…reality independent of the mind, dealing with facts or conditions as perceived without distortion by personal feelings, prejudices or interpretations
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